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Amendments to the Claims: 

Pursuant to 37 C.FJL §1.121(c) as revised effective June 30, 2003, please |mend claims 6, 7 and 
24-28, as indicated herein. A complete listing of all claims presented in th^ application is 
provided immediately below. 



COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION 



1- (Original) An optical fiber connector comprising; 

a housing having an inner surface defining a cavity extending longijiu 
and a spring element seat disposed therein, the housing also defining a 
communication with the cavity and a rearward opening in communication 
a spring element inserted into the cavity through the forward 
a ferrule holder inserted into the cavity through the rearward openkfe 



forward 



. opening 



dinally therethrough 
opening in 
with the cavity; 
of the housing; and 
of the housing. 



2. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 1 further bomprising 
element retainer disposed about a forward end of the ferrule holder, wherei pi 
disposed between the spring element seat and the spring element retainer a#d 
holder forward with a predetermined spring force. 



3. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 2 whereii the predetermined 
spring force is greater than about 1 lb. 



4. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 3 wh 
spring force is between about LI and 1.4 lbs. 



5. (Original) The fiber optic connector according to claim 1 further cx pnprising a ferrule 
disposed in the ferrule holder* and an optical fiber stub disposed within the [ferrule. 



a spring 
the spring element is qc? 
urges the ferrule 



hereiijj the predetermined 



o 
o 
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, 5 further comprising 



6, (Currently amended) Tho optioal fiber connector acceding to cl 

An optical fib er connector comprising; j; 
a housing having an inner surface defining a cavity extending longi judin ally therethrough 

and a spring element seat di s posed therein, the housing also defining a forward openin&m 



communication with the cavity and a re arward opening in communication 
a spring element inserted into fee cavity through the forward 



aferrale holder inserted into the cavity through the rearward ope; 




th the cavity: 
of the housing; 



let 



a ferrule disposed within the femile holder and h aving an optical fil 
within the ferrule: and 

a view port for providing a visual indication of the quality of a splicjjs between the optical 
fiber stub and a field fiber. 



of the housing: 



stub disposed 



7, (Currently amended) -The optical fiber conn e ctor according to claim - 1 - further comprising 
An optical fiber connector comprising: 

a housing having an imier surface defining a cavity extending lon sikidinallv therethrough 



and a soring element seat disposed therein, the housing als o defining a forward opening in 



communi cation with the cavity and a rearward opening in communication with the cavity; 



a spring element inserted into the cavity through the forward ooeniik of the housing: 



a ferrule holder inserted into thecavitv through the rearward openirJg of the housing: and -ps 



a cam member disposed about the ferrule holder. 

8. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 7 further pomprising a first and 
second splice member disposed within the ferrule holder, 

9. (Original) An optical fiber connector comprising; 
a housing having an inner surface defining a cavity extending longi: judinally and a spring 

element seat therein, the housing also defining a rearward opening in comnjunication with the 
cavity and a forward opening in communication with the cavity; 

a ferrule having first and second ends and a passageway disposed a^ially therebetween; 

an optical fiber stab disposed within the ferrule passageway; 



o 

o 
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a ferrule holder extending longitudinally between opposing first anc 
defining a passageway extending longitudinally therebetween, the 
through the housing rearward opening and extending beyond the spring 
configured to hold the ferrule, the ferrule holder being slidable longitudinal 

a spring element retainer disposed at the first end of the ferrule 

a first and second opposed splice member disposed within the 
member extending longitudinally from a first end proximate the second 
opposite second end, one of the splice members including a longitudinal fil 
wherein the optical fiber stub extends between the opposed splice memb- 
terminates at a position intermediate the first and second ends of the splice 

a cam member disposed about the ferrule holder, the cam member 
second end and a passageway extending longitudinally therebetween; and 

a spring element disposed between the spring element seat and the 
retainer, wherein the spring element urges the ferrule holder forward with 
force. 



NO. 531 P. 4 

BARNES et d. 
Serial No. 10/80S,057 
Page 4 



second ends and 
ferrule holder first end inserted 
eleinent seat and 

[y within the housing; 



en<|ofthe: 



10. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 9 whereiii 
splice members are configured to allow a field fiber to be inserted axi; 
ends of the splice members toward the first ends thereof such that the 
groove into abutment with an end of the optical fiber stab. 



1 1. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 10 < 
passageway comprises a major axis and a minor axis. 



holder, each splice 
ferrule to an 
aligning groove 
in the groove and 
members; 

Lving a first end and a 

i 

toeing element 
a 'predetermined spring 



the first and second 
ally bfetween the second 
field Ifiber is guided by the 



wherejn the cam member 



12. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 1 1 
first and second splice members comprises a keel portion, the cam member! being 
between an initial position wherein the keel portion is aligned with the majpr 
splice members to move apart to facilitate insertion of the field fiber 
position wherein the keel portion is aligned with the minor axis in which 
the splice members in the vicinity of the intennediate position thereof relatively 



therebetween. 



at least one of the 

movable 
axis allowing the 
and a final 
cam member urges 
toward each 



m 



5 



o 
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other to clamp the field fiber and the optical fiber stub therebetween- 

13 . (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 9 whereii the housing inner 
surface further defines a key extending into the cavity, 

14. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 13 wherefti the ferrule holder 
comprises a groove for slidably engaging with the housing key. 



15. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 9 wl 
comprises a port for providing a visual indication of the quality of a splice 
fiber stub and a field fiber, 



1 6. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 9 whereii ; 
the spring element retainer, the housing and the ferrule holder are structured, 
that the spring element and the spring element retainer are inserted into the 
the housing in the rearward longitudinal direction until cooperative retainii 
the spring retainer and ferrule holder engage each other to fix the spring el 
fenule holder. 



hereirij the ferrule holder 
jfetween the optical 



the spring element, 
and arranged such 
forward opening of 
elements formed on 
tent retainer onto the 



17. (Original) The optical fiber connector ajccording to claim 16 where|a the cooperative 
retaining elements comprise a screw thread. 



18. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 16 where 
retaining elements comprise a ridge. 



19. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 9 whereii|! the housing 
comprises a latching arm extending from the housing. 



20. (Original) The optical fiber according to claim 12 wherein the mo^ 
member from the first position to the second position comprises rotation of the 



the cooperative 



ent of the cam 
cam member on 
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the ferrule holder. 

2 1 . (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 1 9 furthei 
element configured to cooperate with the latching arm. 



22. (Original) The optical fiber connector according to claim 9 
comprises a stop disposed at an intermediate position between the 
ends and configured to cooperate with the housing rearward opening. 

23. (Original) Ajq optical fiber connector comprising: 
a port for providing a visual indication of the quality of a splice 1 

second optical fiber within the coanector. 



24. (Currently amended) A method of determining the quality of a spli<?e between first and 
second optical fibers within an optical fiber connector comprising; 

providing the optical fiber connector with a housing having an irmeii 
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! 

whereixU the ferrule holder 
ferrule hblder first and second 



between a first and 



cavity extending lonpitudinallv therethrough a ferrule holder disposed at lefrst partially m&m 



the cavity- a ferrule disposed at least partially within the ferrule holder with 
disposed at least partially within the ferrule, and a cam member disposed a^out the ferru le 



holder, 

passing a visible light through at least one of the optical fibers; and 
viewing a view port on the connector for a visual indication of the c 
between the first and second optical fibers. 



juality of a splice 



25. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 33 24 whereii| the visible light 
comprises light from one of a laser or an LED, 



26. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 23 24 whereii j 
comprises a presence or absence of light from the view port. 



surface de finmp; a 



the first optical fiber 



the visual indication 
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27. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 33- 24 whereiil at least one of the 

optical fibers is an optical fiber stub. , 

i 

i 

28. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 24 further jpomprising abutting 
the first and second optical fiber within the fiber connector. 
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